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Synonyms.  In each of the questions below there is a word on the left and a choice of 5 words to 
the right.  You have to identify which of the 5 words is most similar in meaning to the word on the 
left and mark the corresponding letter on the answer sheet. 

e.g. choose choice apple reject select empty 
A B C D E 

In the example above, the word ‘select’ means the same as ’choose’ so you would mark D on the 
answer sheet (note the word ‘choice’ is a noun and cannot be a synonym of the verb; ‘choose’). 

11. acquire ask collected get hide inquire 
C A B C D E 

12. originate derive full delegate emerged natural 
A A B C D E 

13. procedure appointment surgeries process progressed help 
C A B C D E 

14. possess had demonstrate imparted used own 
E A B C D E 

15. conceal arrive hide drowned reveal hidden 
B A B C D E 

16. resolve decided purposeful involve settle overcame 
D A B C D E 

17. sincere genuinely appear deceitful seriously honest 
E A B C D E 

18. routine habitual ordinarily unseen obscene rarely 
A A B C D E 

19. peculiar particularly unusual oddly conquer pleasure 
B A B C D E 

20. signify symbolised suggests represent listen deny 
C A B C D E 

21. assume presume accepted worn resume knowledge 
A A B C D E 
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Missing Words (Cloze).  In the box below there are 10 words each of which is identified by a 
letter.  You have to decide which word should go in each of the numbered gaps in the short passage 
that follows.  Mark your choice on the answer sheet. 

 

 

 

 

The world’s smallest dog, Roxanne, is a Chihuahua which only weights 2 kilograms. Chihuahuas 

_____(41)_____ from Mexico, where they were first bred as companion dogs and have now 

become one of the most _____(42)_____ breeds worldwide. Their popularity as a four-legged 

friend is due to their _____(43)_____ , energetic character, their perhaps _____(44)_____ability to 

act as guard dogs, and that they don’t require a lot of exercise- possibly their _____(45)_____ 

benefit!   

B, H, I, G, J 

Missing Words (continued).  Use words from the box below to fill in the gaps in the passage that 

follows. 

 

 

 

 

Chihuahuas can either be long coated or short coated, and can be of any colour. They are mainly 

known for their dome-shaped heads due to the frontal _____(46)_____ of their skull not fusing 

during _____(47)_____ . Their body type tends to be compacted, and due to their extended tails, 

they adopt a rather elegant _____(48)_____. Despite their size, this breed is often intelligent and is 

able to learn with _____(49)_____ , making them _____(50)_____ enjoyable pets to own! 

Q, O, T, S P  

 A. Boring  B.  Originate  C.  Uselessly  D.  Contrary 

 E. Unsurprised F.  Mutates  G.  Surprising  H.  Popular 

 I.  Attentive  J.  Primary 

 K.  Head  L.  Unhealthy  M.  Difficult  N.  Motherhood 

 O. Development P.  Extremely  Q.  Portions  R.  Unpleasantly 

 S.  Ease  T.  Posture 
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Comprehension.  Please read this passage then answer the questions that follow. 

 

Perhaps the most revolutionary invention in the 20th century was the aeroplane. Every year 
there are, on average, 37 million commercial flights taken around the world. Although 
nowadays, a world where New York isn’t just 6 hours away seems inconceivable, the 
aeroplane is a relatively new invention.  

Humans have been attempting to fly for hundreds of years, with some attempts more 5 
ridiculous than others. Some brave individuals jumped off buildings with bird-like wings 
attached to them- it would suffice to say that these attempts were unsuccessful. The 
mystery of flight puzzled even great thinkers like Leonardo Da Vinci, who spent a portion of 
his life studying flight and birds as well as designing contraptions that would essentially 
‘turn’ humans into birds.  10 

Some early attempts at flight worked better than others, but it wasn’t until 1903 that two 
brothers, Orville and Wilbur Wright, created the first fixed-wing aircraft capable of sustained 
flight. Although they weren’t the first to have ever built an experimental aircraft, the Flyer 
was the first that could perform sustained flight without bird-like wings. After the Wright 
brothers, flight developed exponentially and by World War I, the technology had developed 15 
sufficiently for planes to play an important part in the conflict.  

How do aeroplanes work? A plane’s engine is responsible for moving it forward at high 
speed. This makes air flow extremely quickly over the wings. The curved shape of the wing 
creates a region of low pressure above the wing and high pressure below the wing as air 
rushes over it, which in turn throws air downwards towards the ground, allowing the plane 20 
to become airborne. The air being sent downwards forms a spinning vortex (like a mini 
tornado) behind the wing. 

The forces acting on a plane in the air are lift (pushing the aeroplane upwards), weight 
(pulling the aeroplane back towards earth), thrust (moving the plane forward) and drag 
(slowing the aeroplane down). Planes have multiple components in order to regulate these 25 
forces. The wings of the aeroplane are designed to provide optimum lift, allowing the plane 
to stay in the air at cruising speed (850 kilometres an hour), and also have ‘ailerons’ on them 
which allow the plane to turn. Speed brakes are also fitted on the top of the wings- these 
can disrupt the flow of air over the wings, slowing the plane down. 

Planes are fitted with complicated equipment and systems to coordinate processes such as 30 
take-off or landing. Every plane is able to communicate with the ground and other planes in 
the vicinity through radio and radar communication. On top of this, they are equipped with 
complex flight systems such as:  

• Air Traffic Control, which allows pilots to communicate with the control tower at 
airports and coordinate procedures such as taking off or landing.  35 

• Weather radar, which detects weather as high as 55,000 feet. Using this system, 
pilots can avoid storms, which could cause turbulence and discomfort for 
passengers, or potentially damage the aircraft itself. 
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• Traffic Collision and Avoidance systems (TCAS), which are in place on larger planes in 
order to avoid collisions. This system, which constantly monitors surrounding 40 
aircrafts and directs pilots to avoid collision, was implemented only in the early 
1960s. 

Whilst planes may seem to rely solely on technology and on-board equipment, pilots play a 
vital role in ensuring that flying is as safe as possible- for example checking the systems 
before take-off. Pilots must undergo extensive training and frequent health checks to 45 
ensure that they are fit to fly.  

Despite the lengthy tests and checks that planes undergo, both during construction and 
before flights, around 7% of the world’s population has a phobia of flying. At the time of the 
Wright brothers, such a phobia may have been justified, but nowadays, flying is the safest 
method of transport. In fact, aeroplane accidents are extremely rare compared to the 50 
number of flights that are taken each year. In 2015, there were 37.5 million commercial 
flights, of which just 4 resulted in accidents which caused fatalities.

 

 

 

81.   What was invented in 1903? 
a. A plane with bird-like wings    c  
b. The first commercial plane 
c. The first fixed-wing plane 
d. The TCAS 

 
82.   Which of the following is another word for contraptions? (line 9) 

a. Paintings      b 
b. Devices 
c. Jails 
d. Ideas 

 
83.   What role does the plane’s engine play? 

a. It lifts the plane off the ground.   d 
b. It allows the plane to turn. 
c. It allows the plane to slow down. 
d. It moves the plane forward. 
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