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plane  heard beech grate  raw great roar herd plain beach 

English Questions and Comprehension – Section 1 (30 minutes)

Choose the appropriate homophone from the box to complete the sentences below. 

1. Have you ____________ about the earthquake in Japan?

2. Wash the carrots before you ____________ them.

3. Her new dress was ___________ yet very elegant.

4. The ___________ of cows chewed the cud peacefully.

5. The family is planning a ____________ holiday in the summer.

6. The constant ____________ of the traffic made conversation difficult.

7. ____________ trees are common in many European forests.

8. The students held their teacher in ____________ regard.

9. Our ____________ is all set to depart shortly.

10. Some people think _____________ vegetables are good for you.

In these sentences, there may be a spelling mistake in one of the sentence sections marked A, 

B, C and D. Circle the letter of the sentence section that has the spelling mistake. If there are no 

mistakes then circle the letter ‘N’. 

11.  . 

12. .  

13. .  

14. 

15.
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Match the words in the box with the blanks in the paragraph beneath.  Each word appears only 

once in the complete text.  Write your choice in the appropriate spaces beneath the text. 

 

Under Attack 

 

 

 

Jason (49) __________ steered his dilapidated old Ford into the nearest parking space, taking 

care not to scratch any of the absurdly (50) __________ cars which were already parked at the 

(51) ___________ health club.  He couldn’t (52) __________the car as the key didn’t fit but he 

was (53) ___________ to think that no thief with even half a brain would look twice at it. Trying 

to look like a health-conscious executive he strolled (54) __________ along the cobbled pathway 

flanked by beautiful flower beds with tennis courts beyond on both sides. The (55) ___________ 

of the roses reminded him of his parent’s garden in those distant (56) __________ long ago when 

the sun was always shining and he never had to share his (57) ___________ and cream with the 

wasps.    Bang!    He was rudely (58) ___________ from his dream by a blow to the head. He was 

under (59) ___________. He searched (60) ___________ for cover but there was none, only a 

yellow tennis ball bouncing down the path in front of him.  “Sorry,” came the cry from the court 

to his left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

desperately  awoken   casually    reassured   expensive   attack 

summers   scent    exclusive   cautiously    strawberries  lock  Sam
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English Questions and Comprehension – Section 1        (30 minutes) 

 

Read the following passage then answer the questions below: 

 

Adapted from “The Secret Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

So long as Mistress Mary's mind was full of disagreeable thoughts about her sour opinions of 
people and her determination not to be interested in anything, she was a yellow-faced, sickly, 
bored and wretched child. Circumstances, however, were very kind to her, though she was not at 
all aware of it. Yet when her mind gradually filled itself with robins and moorland cottages 
crowded with children, with the Yorkshire springtime and with secret gardens coming alive day 
by day, and also with a moor boy and his "creatures", there was no room left for the disagreeable 
thoughts which affected her liver and her digestion and made her yellow and tired. 
 
So long as Colin shut himself up in his room and thought only of his fears and weakness and his 
detestation of people who stared at him, he was a hysterical little hypochondriac who knew 
nothing of sunshine and spring. He also did not know that he could get well and could stand upon 
his feet if he tried to. When new beautiful thoughts began to push out the old hideous ones, life 
began to come back to him and strength poured into him like a flood. Such surprising things can 
happen to anyone who, when a disagreeable thought comes to mind, just has the sense to 
remember in time and push it out by putting in an agreeable, courageous one. Two things cannot 
be in one place. "Where, you tend a rose, my lad, a thistle cannot grow." 
 
While the secret garden was coming alive and these two children were coming alive with it, there 
was a man wandering about far-away, beautiful places. He was a man who for ten years had kept 
his mind filled with dark and heart-broken thinking. He had not been courageous; he had never 
tried to put any other thoughts in the place of the dark ones. A terrible sorrow had fallen upon 
him when he had been happy. He had let his soul fill itself with blackness and had refused to 
allow any rift of light to pierce through. He had deserted his home and his duties. Most strangers 
thought he must be either half mad or a man with some hidden crime on his soul. He was a tall 
man with a drawn face and crooked shoulders. His name was Archibald Craven of Misselthwaite 
Manor, Yorkshire, England. 
 
He had travelled far and wide since the day he last saw Mistress Mary. He had been on the tops 
of mountains when the sun rose and touched them with such light as made it seem as if the 
world were just being born. But the light had never seemed to touch him until one day when he 
realized that for the first time in ten years a strange thing had happened. He was in a wonderful 
valley in Austria and he had been walking alone through such beauty as might have lifted any 
man's soul out of shadow. He had walked a long way and it had not lifted his. But at last he had 
felt tired and had thrown himself down to rest on a carpet of moss by a clear little stream which 
ran merrily along. It made a sound rather like very low laughter as it bubbled over and round 
stones. He saw birds come and dip their heads to drink in it and then flick their wings and fly 
away. The valley was very, very still. 
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As he sat gazing into the sunlit, clear water, Archibald Craven began to see things growing at its 
edge. There was a beautiful mass of blue forget-me-nots growing close to the stream and he 
found himself thinking how lovely it was. That simple thought gradually filled his mind until other 
things were softly pushed aside. It was as if a sweet, clear spring had begun to rise in a stagnant 
pool, until at last it swept the dark water away. Something seemed to have been unbound and 
released in him, very quietly. 
 

 

1. What are ‘sour opinions’? 

a. Green onions 

b. An unfavourable view about something 

c. A bitter taste in the mouth 

d. Opinions concerning the taste of lemons 

 

 

2. What birds are mentioned in the passage? 

a. Pigeons 

b. Sparrows 

c. Eagles 

d. Robins 

 

 

3. What are moorland cottages? 

a. Places where robins nest 

b. Simple houses in open hilly countryside 

c. Houses used as orphanages 

d. Mansions in Yorkshire 
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